Advanced Topics in Zoological Medicine

CBS 818

2012

Thursdays, 4:15-6:00 p.m.    South Theatre, B112 CVM
Course Coordinator:  Suzanne Kennedy-Stoskopf, D.V.M., Ph.D., Diplomate A.C.Z.M.

  Office: Research Building 310

  Phone: 515-8111         suzanne_stoskopf@ncsu.edu

  Office hours:  By e-mail appointment

Course URL:  http://www.emconnect.emc.ncsu.edu/  
COURSE PRE-REQUISITES:  A degree in veterinary medicine, enrollment in the veterinary curriculum, or approval of the course coordinator.

COURSE OBJECTIVES

Residents.  The course is intended to provide both breath and depth of knowledge in zoological medicine.  The major objective of the course is to help prepare veterinarians to pass American College of Zoological Medicine (ACZM) boards. Each semester different aspects of zoological medicine will be covered.  Topics rotate approximately every 3 years so that there will not be unnecessary duplication of material during a residency.  Assigned readings covering representative taxonomic groups will be made throughout the year and quizzes will be given either in class or online to test comprehension and retention of the subject matter.  Another major objective is for residents to develop expertise in and become comfortable making oral presentations in front of moderate-sized groups of peers.

Graduate Students.  Graduate students with an interest in zoological medicine may enroll for credit.  Four semesters are required and six are strongly recommended for veterinarians pursuing a PhD and simultaneously participating in the Alternate ACZM Residency Training Program.  Objectives are the same as for the residents in the Zoological Medicine Residency.

Veterinary Students.  All veterinary students with an interest in zoological medicine may enroll for elective credit.  The major objectives are to expose students to more in depth information related to zoological medicine than covered in the core multi-species medicine courses of the veterinary curriculum and to integrate this information with basic sciences and medicine for both companion animals and livestock.  

COURSE DESCRIPTION:  A variety of formats are used to cover topics in zoological medicine.  These include didactic lectures by faculty members, literature reviews by residents, Grand Rounds presented by a resident or Research in Progress given by a graduate student, and combined rounds with Veterinary Teaching Hospital Services that focus on zoological species and comparative aspects with domestic animals.  

Lectures/Combined Rounds.  Zoological Medicine faculty present lectures that are designed to integrate diverse skills, knowledge and abilities across multiple taxonomic groups.  Current issues may be presented periodically by faculty members to address hot topics or advances in a given area of zoological medicine.  Once each semester, there will be combined pathology rounds with the pathology residents.  Slides will be available for review in the pathology residents’ office area and on-line at the course website one week before class.  Course participants are expected to review the slides and be prepared for in depth discussion of the cases at the next class meeting.  Also once each semester, there will be combined rounds with another clinical service (e.g. anesthesia, ophthalmology, radiology, clinical pathology).  All cases will be with zoological species.   

Literature Reviews.  Residents will be assigned to prepare a literature review of the taxonomic group that is covered by the assigned reading for that period.  Papers for review should be selected primarily from the core journals on the ACZM annotated suggested reading list located on the ACZM website.  Journals on the additional suggested reading list for Day 2 should also be perused for appropriate articles.  Papers should be selected from the past 3 years of publications.  Prepare a summary of the papers selected and provide the complete citation for each one.  Submission of literature reviews will be made by e-mail to the course coordinator on or before the assignment due date.  Reviews will then be posted on the course website.  There will be two round table discussions of submitted literature reviews during the course of the semester.    Remember the purpose of the literature reviews is to help all your fellow residents to prepare for boards.  Choose your papers conscientiously; just because it is published does not necessarily mean the content will appear on a board exam.
Grand Rounds/Research in Progress.  Grand Rounds are not necessarily related to the cycle topic, but may be ongoing clinical research or a case study.  Research in Progress is a presentation involving work conducted by a graduate student taking the course.  Both the Grand Rounds and Research in Progress presentations are scheduled for 50 minutes unless otherwise specified by Dr. Kennedy-Stoskopf.  Residents and graduate students are encouraged to meet with Dr. Kennedy-Stoskopf at a mutually agreeable time to work on organization and delivery of their presentations.  

Before Grand Rounds, the resident will present a clinical case study for discussion that should take no longer than 15 minutes.  Ideally, the case should involve a species within the taxonomic group covered by the assigned reading for that period.  The purpose of the case discussion is to elicit multiple inputs from the faculty and class on diagnosis and/or management.

Quizzes.  Short quizzes (usually 15-20 minutes) will be given every other week covering information in the assigned readings.  For each assigned reading topic, there will be 2 quizzes.  The first will be a Day 1 multiple choice exam format.  The second quiz will follow the Day 2 format and may be multiple choice, essay, or slide identification.  Questions on all quizzes are intended to reflect the type of questions that may be encountered on ACZM boards.  They are self-graded and should be used by the student to determine how well they are mastering the discipline of zoological medicine.    

REQUIRED READING:  Reading assignments will be posted on the course website.  

GRADING:  Satisfactory/Unsatisfactory.  All students are expected to participate actively in class discussions.  
Residents:  Attendance is mandatory unless excused because working out-of-state, at a meeting, family emergency, or illness.  Participation may be in person, over the Polycom or on line through the course website.  Quizzes completed in class will be collected and those completed online will be sent to Dr. Kennedy-Stoskopf for grading on the date indicated by the course schedule.  The purpose of the quizzes is to chart each resident’s progress in preparing for boards. 

Graduate Students:  Attendance is mandatory unless excused because working out-of-state, at a meeting, family emergency, or illness.  Participation may be in person, over the Polycom or on line through the course website.  Quizzes will be collected as described for residents.

Veterinary Students:  A minimum of 9 classes must be attended to pass.  Students may select which classes they do not make.  Quizzes in class will not be collected.  Online quizzes are optional.
INCOMPLETE GRADES AND LATE ASSIGNMENTS:  In accordance with university policy, incomplete grades must be completed by the end of the next academic semester.  Reasons for an incomplete grade are the same as for excused absences described below. 
ATTENDANCE: Students are expected to attend and participate in class unless they have previously arranged with the course coordinator for an excused absence or have a personal or family emergency that can be verified.  Roll will be taken by a sign up sheet at the start of class.

The following university website gives examples of acceptable absences. http://www.ncsu.edu/policies/academic_affairs/pols_regs/REG205.00.4.php
ACADEMIC INTEGRITY:  The University policy on academic integrity may be found at http://www.ncsu.edu/policies/student_services/student_conduct/POL445.00.1.htm.  It is the understanding and expectation of faculty that the student's signature on any test or assignment means that the student neither gave nor received unauthorized aid.

STUDENTS WITH DISABILITIES:  Reasonable accommodations will be made for students with verifiable disabilities.  In order to take advantage of available accommodations, students must register with Disability Services for Students at 1900 Student Health Center, Campus Box 7509, 515-7653. For more information, go to http://www.ncsu.edu/provost/offices/affirm_action/dss/ 
