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A New More Sensitive Test for the Detection of Bartonella Infection:

Although PCR and agar plate culture are useful tests to document infection with Bartonella
henselae in cats, these same techniques are not sensitive enough to detect active infection with a
Bartonella species in dog blood samples. After several years of research development, the
VVBDDL now offers a unique combinational approach for the detection of Bartonella species in
dog blood samples that combines pre-enrichment culture utilizing a patented Bartonella Alpha
Proteobacteria growth medium (BAPGM) followed by a highly sensitive PCR assay. As with
any blood culture procedure, it is critical that samples be collected following careful aseptic
preparation of the skin. For reasons that remain undetermined, B. henselae and B. vinsonii
subsp. berkhoffii infection can be documented in dogs that lack a detectable antibody response
(i.e. serological testing can be negative in up to 40% of dogs that are infected). For the $100 cost
of this test, two PCR assays (original sample and sample obtained following 7 days of culture in
BAPGM), a liquid culture and an agar plate subculture are performed on each sample.
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